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Section 1: Vocabulary

1
Read the text and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap.
Many students in the UK 1 _____ doing a gap year before going to university. Critics question whether it is a just a long glorified holiday or if it’s really 2 _____ doing. Does it 3 _____ help students in their careers? Some educational establishments do encourage students to take a gap year and 4 _____ that students 5 _____ advantage of the opportunities available. However, most of them would prefer it if the students 6 _____ some kind of voluntary work instead of just having a holiday. There are numerous organisations which organise these 7 _____ for students and it’s a good idea to check them 8 _____ online. One of the main advantages is that it’s a great way to get to know more 9 _____ different cultures and, for many, it is also a painless way to learn another language by speaking to local people. Volunteers who stay in local homes 10 _____ that they get the chance to experience local culture and customs and, in 11 _____, to try a variety of food which they wouldn’t otherwise have tried. When I was 18 years old, I had set my 12 _____ on going to work in Africa for a year, but unfortunately my parents wouldn’t 13 _____ me go and insisted that I went to university immediately. I’m 49 years old and still haven’t had my gap year! Maybe one day I’ll get 14 _____ to doing it.

1
A think
B believe
C regard
D consider

2
A value
B worth
C afford
D benefit

3
A currently
B actually
C absolutely
D certainly
4
A recommend
B suppose
C offer
D intend

5
A get
B have
C take
D make

6
A made
B did
C worked 
D acted
7
A travels 
B journeys 
C trips
D voyages
8
A on
B over
C up
D out

9
A of
B about
C from
D than

10
A talk
B speak
C say
D tell

11
A common
B particular
C individual
D specific

12
A mind
B heart
C thoughts
D plans

13
A let
B allow
C permit
D agree

14
A over
B about
C around
D through
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2
Read the text. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form a word that fits in the gap in the same line.
Philip Morales, a former teacher, now makes a good 1 __________ as a career 
LIFE
coach and 2 __________. He changed his career when he discovered that he 
THERAPY
was spending ages helping many of his students who lacked 3 __________
CONFIDENT
and the 4 __________ needed to do well. He worked on helping them to develop 
AMBITIOUS
their natural 5 __________ and then showing them how to overcome their 
ABLE

6 __________. One of his main aims was to show them how to approach their 
WEAK
course 7 __________. Many young people find these hard and they struggle
ASSIGN
with feelings of 8 _________ and are unable to complete the work. Another
ANXIOUS
problem for teenagers is the need for 9 __________ from their peers and the 
APPROVE
fear of being 10 __________ or laughed at. He also discovered that often any
BULLY
goals they may have are rather 11 __________ and cannot be achieved. As he 
REAL
watched these young people 12 __________ develop into adults, he gradually
SUCCEED
began to recognise the 13 __________ of this kind of work. He decided to do
SIGNIFY
some part-time courses and once he got his 14 __________ he gave up teaching
QUALIFY
completely. He loves working for himself as he has the 15 _________ to help
FREE
a lot more people than he did when he was just teaching.
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Section 2: Grammar

3
Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words, including the word given.
1
I don’t understand this sentence. 

MEANS
I don’t know ________________________________________.
2
The campsite doesn’t provide tents. 

EXPECTED
You ________________________________________ own tents.

3
The weather was terrible, but we still went sailing. 

DESPITE
We went sailing ________________________________________.
4
You needn’t wait for me. 


HAVE
You ________________________________________ for me.
5
We will send the books by courier. 


BE
The books ________________________________________ you by courier.

6
You mustn’t do that. It’s against the rules. 


ARE
You ________________________________________ that. It’s against the rules.

7
The film was so boring I fell asleep. 


A
It ________________________________________ I fell asleep. 

8
I’m sorry I left that company. It was a mistake. 


ONLY
________________________________________ left the company. It was a mistake.

9
I failed because I was so tired. 

IF
I ________________________________________ I hadn’t been so tired.

10
We had dinner and then we went to the cinema. 


BEFORE
We had dinner ________________________________________.
11
I’ve never had such a bad meal. 


EVER
It was the ________________________________________ had.

12
‘Don’t do that again,’ she told me. 


WARNED
She ________________________________________ that again.

13
I’ve only got a little money left. 


HARDLY
I ________________________________________ left.
14 
He doesn’t find it hard to work the night shift now. 


USED
He ________________________________________ the night shift now.
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4
Complete the text. Use only one word for each gap.
The Burj Khalifa in Dubai is 828 metres tall and currently the tallest building 1 __________ the world. However, work has recently started in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on the Kingdom Tower 2 __________ is destined to become the world’s tallest structure at 1000 metres high. As skyscrapers become higher and higher, 3 __________ present new problems for the designers. 4 __________ example, when the Burj Khalifa was being designed, over 40 wind tunnel tests were carried out in 5 __________ to examine the effect of wind on a building of that height. Another problem for owners of the building is that once the structure 
6 __________ been completed, the space has to 7 __________ filled. In fact, the owners of the accommodation in the Burj Khalifa 8 __________ to reduce their prices considerably to do this. As 
9 __________ as the residential luxury condominiums, 10 __________ is a hotel, offices, restaurants, a library, a gourmet market and a convenience store. The observation deck on the Kingdom Tower 
11 __________ originally designed to be the helicopter-landing pad, but pilots said that it would be 
12 __________ dangerous to land there! In 13 __________ to all these facilities, outside there are 11 hectares of park and water features for people to enjoy. Adrian Smith, the consulting design partner on the Burj Khalifa, is also responsible 
14 __________ the Kingdom Tower. He has been drawing tall buildings 15 __________ he was a child and is now seeing all his young dreams come true. 
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Section 3: Listening

5
► 06  Listen to an interview about the effect of family on personality. Complete the sentences. 

1
Researchers believe that a person’s __________ in a family can affect their life.

2
Research supports the idea that __________ children are more likely to do well in life.

3
Oldest children often help younger siblings learn to __________.
4
However, the oldest child will often __________ more than necessary.

5
Oldest children can also feel that they are not their parents’ __________ child.

6
It seems that the youngest child will often __________ things more and be more artistic.

7
Some people think that birth order is important even when choosing a __________.

8
__________ relationships can have just as much impact as family ones.

/8

Section 4: Reading

6
Read the article about a restaurant critic. Ten sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the sentences A–K the one which fits each gap (1–10). There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.
The most famous restaurant critic in America 

Apparently it’s never too soon to start being a restaurant food critic. That’s why David Fishman, a New York City native who had just turned twelve, decided to take himself out for dinner one night. His parents had called him at home to say they were running late, suggesting that he grab some hummus from his usual Greek takeout restaurant. 1 _____. He had recently passed by the Salumeria Rosi, a newly-opened Italian restaurant a few blocks from his home, and had been fascinated by the reflective black wall, the dried pork hanging from the ceiling and the little jars of olives and artichokes on the walls. 2 _____ 

That night turned out to be one of the first that the restaurant was open to the public. David requested a menu, which the waitress handed to him, and decided that it was within his budget. 3 _____ A year before, he had been turned away from a half-empty restaurant and told that it did not serve children unaccompanied by adults. Grown-up or not, tables were hard to come by that evening – every seat was reserved, mostly by friends of the Italian chef and owner, Cesare Casella. 4 _____ But the waitress decided to squeeze in the Salumeria’s first unaccompanied customer under 1.4 metres, as long as he promised to be out by 8 p.m. It was a deal.

Nobody at the restaurant seemed terribly impressed by Tony Danza, but David Fishman – now that was something. 
5 _____ Where were his parents? Was he enjoying the food? Cash or credit? An Australian couple seated beside him struck up a conversation and a young couple on the other side of his table insisted on buying him a chocolate mousse. 
6 _____  

David had ordered a specialty of the restaurant, as well as salad leaves with Parmesan cheese. ‘Good variety,’ he wrote in the leather-bound notebook he brought along, restaurant-critic-like. ‘Softish jazz music. 7 _____’ In other words, no sickly-sweet smiles or insulting offer of grilled cheese.

The kitchen workers were so fascinated by the young adventurous eater that they sent out a bowl of complimentary tripe stew, which he enjoyed, although, he admits, ‘It wasn’t my favorite.’ He was a little surprised to learn later that tripe was prepared with intestines. 8 _____‘The intestines of what?’ he asked. (Somehow, that seemed to matter.) 

9 _____ His mother encouraged him to make notes about what he liked, and it developed from there. But little did he know how dramatically his life would change after he wandered into the Salumeria Rosi. During dinner, while he was chatting with customers and taking notes, he was noticed by a woman who had a friend at the New York Times. 
10 _____ Despite his tender years, he is now reviewing more of the city’s top restaurants, making television appearances, touring Europe, and there is even a possible film under discussion.

Extract adapted from “12-Year-Old’s a Food Critic, and the Chef Loves It”, New York Times, 16/11/2008 (Dominus, S.), copyright © 2008, The New York Times. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission is prohibited.
A
People tried not to stare, but couldn’t help themselves.

B
His taste comes from inside him.

C
In turn, he recommended that they try the arugula salad.

D
The article she wrote about him led to the kind of media attention that contestants on Pop Idol dream will be theirs.

E
Then he asked for a table for one and waited to see what she’d say.

F
Seem to enjoy kids but not overly.

G
If it was OK with his mom (and it turned out it was), he wanted to try that instead. 

H
Even TV actor Tony Danza turned up.

I
However, David thought he could do better than that.

J
His eyes went wide. 
K
An only child, David grew up in a family where eating well and imaginatively at home was important.
/10

Section 5: Writing

7
Complete the informal emails with the phrases (a–f). There is one extra phrase you do not need to use.
a)
what about

b)
I’d rather

c)
don’t mind

d)
shall we

e)
I’d prefer

f)
why don’t

Hi Fiona!

There’s a new action movie on and I thought we could go tonight. 1 ______ we have supper first at the Elm Café? 2 ______ take the bus or do you want to drive?

Charlie

Hi Charlie

3 ______ to go tomorrow night, if that’s OK with you as I’m busy tonight. I 4 ______ driving, by the way, as I hate travelling by bus. And 5 ______ trying the new Korean restaurant instead? I’ve heard it’s good.

Fiona
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8
Complete the text with formal language. Use only one word for each gap.
Dear Sir/Madam
I would like to apply 1 __________ the 2 __________ of research assistant which is advertised on your website. At 3 __________ I am working for a medium-sized company and feel that it is now time to join a larger, multinational company like yours. I 4 __________ my degree in Business Statistical Analysis three years ago. In 5 __________ I speak three languages fluently: English, Spanish and Russian, and have a basic knowledge of Chinese.

I 6 __________ my CV and look forward to 7 __________ from you in the 8 __________ future.

Yours 9 __________ 
Linda Speakes
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Section 6: Speaking 

9 
Talk to your teacher about friendship. You should:

· say how important friends are to you.
· describe the qualities you look for in a friend.
· outline how you like to spend time with your friends.
· say in what circumstances you would end a friendship.
· discuss the advantages and disadvantages of social networking.
Your teacher will mark your presentation using the score card below. The teacher circles 1 mark if a student included the area and circles 2 marks for communicating it accurately and effectively. There is a maximum of 10 marks.
	The student:

	said how important friends were to them.
	1
	2

	described the qualities they look for in a friend.
	1
	2

	outlined how they like to spend time with their friends.
	1
	2

	said in what circumstances they would end a friendship.
	1
	2

	discussed the advantages and disadvantages of social networking
	1
	2
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