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How can birds hear 
when they don’t 

have ears?   

Why is it called a  
‘walking stick’ when    
it can’t walk?

Why do I have to tidy the 
bedroom by myself? It’s 
Lucas’ room too.



Critical thinking is a mindset ….

• Reflective thinking
(being curious)

• Rational or reasoned thinking  
(being logical)

• Reasonable thinking 
(having a sense of fairness)

“A healthy scepticism” (Dewey, 1910)



I am neither especially clever
nor especially gifted. I am only 

very, very curious.

My students don’t    
really do critical 
thinking



The elephant in the room
“background knowledge informs critical thinking at 

multiple levels”



Stimulating 
curiosity

Write:

• ONE thing you KNOW for sure about the topic

• ONE thing you THINK is true but want to check

• ONE thing PEOPLE SAY is true but probably isn’t

Level: A2/B1 +   Age: Any



Virtual school trip Level: A2+   
Age: Primary



My students just want 
to look at their phones 

all the time

My students don’t   
read books



Which review are you going to 
look at first? Why?

21st century 
literacies 

Level: B1 +   Age:  16 +



Cultural literacy

• “Better to walk without knowing 
where than to sit doing nothing”

• “Luxury begins the day a man starts 
wearing shoes.”

• “Houses are the graves of the 
living.”

• “The things you do not need will kill 
you.”

• “In life, it is always possible to reach 
agreement in the end”

Level: B2/C1   Age: Adult





from: Look, Level 4 , Unit 4, Reading Extra 1

Level: A2 + 
Age:  9 +



CT and language teaching

Hang on. What’s all this got to   
do with teaching language?

“I enjoy to play football”



The importance of reflection

“Even the quickest learner needs time for 
reflection. She must let her [brain] do its thing. If 
she doesn’t, her ideas and memories will be 
disconnected and shallow”

(Zull, 2002)



Basic comprehension

1 Which phrasal verb means:
spend time with develop a liking for admire 

a. look up to = ?
He has always looked up to his older brother. 

b. hang out with = ?
She hangs out with her friends on weekends. 

c. take to = ?
She really took to skiing. 

Level: B2 
Age:  16+



Critical thinking
a. look up to = admire
He has always looked up to his older brother. ü
I looked up to her decision. û

b. hang out with = to spend time with
She hangs out with her friends on weekends. ü
The President is hanging out with other EU leaders this weekend. 
û

c. take to = develop a liking for
I didn’t take to him. ü
She really took to skiing. ü
He’s never really taken to English in the same way as me. ü

Level: B2 
Age:  16+



Basic comprehension
Level: A1 
Age:  16+



Critical thinking
Level: A1 
Age:  16+



Level: B2 
Age:  16+

From Life second edition 



Thinking critically about texts
Yet in reality the government did little to control 
the loggers who continued to rob the forests of 
new wood. The main targets of this 
environmental crime are the rosewood tree 
and the ebony tree. The wood from these 
majestic trees that have stood proudly for 
hundreds of years is in high demand to make 
expensive furniture.

Level: B2 
Age:  16+



More authentic output
Level: A2+ 
Age:  10+



Summary

Don’t hurry students through learning –
allow them time to reflect, to ask 
questions, to be curious. What’s really 
going on here? What do I really need or 
want to know?
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