Unit 15 Money

The best and worst ...
present

Warm up

1

Explain to students that they are going to read about and discuss presents. Ask when they
receive presents. Encourage them to talk about the best and worst presents they have
ever received, and given.

Ask students what makes a good and a bad present. Use the reasons in Answer key below
to guide them. Do not worry, however, if they do not mention all of the reasons.

Explain that they are going to read about the experiences of four people. Ask students not
to predict exactly what the people will say, but to predict the kind of thing they will say.
Use the first four headings in the chart in Answer key below to guide them. Build up the
headings and names into a chart on the board as you discuss what the people will say.

Main activity

1

Give each student a photocopy. Tell students to copy the first four columns of the chart on
the board and complete them with yes when appropriate. Encourage students to work
together in pairs so that they can help each other.

Explain to the class that the four names are both men’s and women’s names. (Lee = name
for both male and female. Alex = name for both, or short for Alexander [male] and
Alexandra [female], Charlie = familiar name for Charles [male] and sometimes for Charlotte
[female], Chris = short for Christopher [male] and Christine [female]). Ask students to read
the text again and work out if the people are male or female.

Elicit that Charlie (clue: a long dress) and Chris (clue: my husband) are female, and Lee
(clue: her son) and Alex (clue: my girlfriend) are male. Then check the answers and
complete the first four columns of the chart on the board.

Ask students to read the text again and find occasions when four of the presents were
given/received.

Ask students to work out the reasons why the presents are good or bad. Get them to refer
to the list of reasons they discussed earlier, and to include any reasons they did not discuss.

Follow up

Ask students if they have had any similar experiences to those they have read about.
Ask students what would be the best and worst birthday present they could receive.



What’s the best present you’ve ever received - and the best you've ever given?

And what’s the worst? Write and tell us about your experiences. There’ll be a
present for the best letter!

Lee: My mum never goes to the theatre, but she
knows | like going a lot. For my birthday, she
gave me theatre vouchers — | could use them to
buy tickets to a show of my choice. Anyway, |
decided to invite her to come along with me,
perhaps she would get to like it. So, | got two
tickets for Benefactors. Neil Pearson, who she’s
seen a lot on TV and likes, was in it. She said
she would go, but only if she paid for a meal
before the show. And she chose a Japanese
restaurant. She had never had Japanese food
before, but she knew that her son loved it! We
had a great evening! From the best ... to the
worst. | once gave my dad a book that | had
read and loved. It was called In cold blood and
was a true story about the murder of a family in
America in the 1950s. | realise now that it was
just not his kind of thing — ever since then he’s
always asked me to buy him the latest fantasy
book by Terry Pratchet or Philip Pullman. I've lost
my copy of In cold blood, and sometimes | think
I should ask him if | can have his. I'm sure I've
given other presents that have not been right,
but that’s one | know about.
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